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selected Councillors, referring them to Sir John Digby for all particulars, and asking for their advice. Upon a full review of all the circumstances they agreed that his Maj-esty might with honor enter into a treaty of marriage, and enter openly, and by giving commission under his great seal. Bacon was one of these, and may be fairly held responsible for concurring in the affirmative opinion. Now we have seen that about a year and a half before, he had said in a letter to the King that though the rumor of a match with Spain might be ot use, he " should not easily advise that it should be really effected; " and in what respect, it may be asked, was the case changed so as to justify a change in his opinion? The change, I imagine, was not so much in the case itself as in his knowledge of it. It is one thing to advise a man against a particular marriage when you suppose him to stand quite free, and another when you know him to have given the lady just reason to expect an offer. Till Bacon heard Digby's account of the state of the negotiation he did not know how far the King was committed. The question now was not whether it was wise to commit himself so far, but being so far committed, how it was test to proceed. Bacon's objection to the marriage was founded probably upon the unpopularity of Spain with the majority of the House of Commons. In the eyes of the Puritans an alliance with Spain was an alliance with Antichrist, and believing as he did that the only adequate remedy for those pecuniary embarrassments which were making all the business of Government so difficult must come from Parliament, he feared that the effect would be to postpone it; the Lower House would be less than ever in a humor to vote supplies. That the popular feeling was in great part superstitious and irrational did not make it the less formidable ; and 1 know no reason for supposing that he thought better of the match in point of policy than he had done before. But the Kingugh it were not his own.    The gravest objectiondetermined, because
